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Key subject skills 

 

AO1 – Knowledge and understanding 
With reference to the statutory Key Content specified by this syllabus: 

AO2 – Reflection and Response 
With reference to the statutory Key Content specified 
by this syllabus: 

Explain how the history and culture of religious and worldviews 
influence individuals and communities 

Analyse the ways the history and culture of religions 
and worldviews influence society 

Explain a range of beliefs, teachings and sources of wisdom and 
authority; show understanding of religions and worldviews as coherent 
systems or ways of seeing the world 

Interpret and respond to a range of beliefs, teachings 
and sources of wisdom and authority as coherent 
systems or ways of seeing the world 

Explain how and why individuals and communities express the 
meanings of their identity, beliefs and values in many different forms 
and ways of living 

Enquire into the variety, differences and relationships 
that exist within and between individuals and 
communities 

Explain the religions and worldviews which they encounter clearly, 
reasonably and ways of living 

Evaluate the religions and worldviews they encounter, 
drawing on a range of approaches to the study of 
religion 

Evaluate a wide range of ways in which commitment and identity are 
expressed 

Analyse and evaluate controversies about commitment 
to religion and beliefs, accounting for the impact of 
diversity within and between communities 

Consider and evaluate the question: what is religion and belief?  Analyse the nature of religion and belief, using a range 
of approaches  

Respond to some of the ultimate questions that are raised by human 
life 

Make well-informed and reasoned personal responses 
to ultimate questions and express insights that draw on 
a wide range of examples including the arts, media and 
philosophy 

Examine issues about community relations and respect for all in the 
light of different perspectives from varied religions and worldviews 

Evaluate issues about community relations and respect 
for all in the light of different perspectives from varied 
religions and worldviews 

Express insights into significant moral and ethical questions posed by 
being human 

Express well-informed and personal responses to 
significant moral and ethical questions, using 
reasoning, drawing on a range of examples from real 
life or fiction 
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Building on prior learning 

What can students do by the end of KS2? 

What can students do by the end of KS2? (East Riding Agreed Syllabus until end 2021) 

Unit 6.1 Justice and freedom Unit 6.2 Living a faith Unit 6.3 Hopes and visions 

Programme of 
Study 

Teaching and 
learning (AT1) 

Teaching and 
learning (AT2) 

Programme of 
study 

Teaching and 
learning AT1 

Teaching and 
learning AT2 

Programme of 
study 

Teaching and 
learning (AT1) 

Teaching and 
Learning (AT2) 

Identity and 
values: 
 
 
 
Explore issues of 
justice and 
freedom 
 
 
Explore religious 
teachings of 
forgiveness and 
reconciliation 

Describe what 
freedom means to 
people of faith. 
 
Show 
understanding of 
the beliefs and 
feelings of faith 
members who have 
experienced 
injustice 
 
Identify the impact 
of a religious 
teaching such as 
forgiveness on a 
believer’s actions. 
 
Identify the impact 
that reconciliation 
has on community 
harmony. 

Explain what 
freedom means to 
them. 
 
 
Share experiences 
of injustice and 
explain their hopes 
and dreams for a 
just world. 
 
Give examples of 
conflicts that have 
been resolved 
within the family, 
school or 
community. 
 
Appreciate the 
power of 
forgiveness and 
reconciliation in 
the world. 
 
Key Teachings: 
Sermon on the 
Mount 
The Lost Son 
Jonah and the 
whale 
Martin Luther King 
Desmond Tutu 
Nelson Mandela 

Beliefs and 
practices: 
 
Investigating 
different forms of 
worship 
 
 
Identity and values 
 
Explore religious 
rituals that show 
identity and 
belonging in 
different religious 
traditions. 

Show how forms of 
worship are 
expressions of 
belief. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Show how the 
milestones of life 
give a sense of 
identity and 
belonging for faith 
members. 

Express thoughts 
about the 
importance of 
worship for faith 
members. 
 
 
 
 
 
Discuss the impact 
of rites of passage 
on faith members, 
their family and 
community. 

 
Beliefs and 
practices 
 
Investigate the life 
and key teachings 
of faith founders 
and make links 
with key religious 
beliefs. 
 
 
 
Meaning and 
purpose: 
 
Consider some 
ultimate questions 

 
 
Explain the 
significance of the 
key teachings of 
faith founders for 
faith members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Identify what 
makes some 
questions ultimate. 
 
Offer answers to 
an ultimate 
question from 
different faith 
perspectives. 

 
 
Consider how key 
teachings may 
impact on faith 
members and 

 

 

 

 



Woldgate School departmental curriculum overview       
Religious Studies  
 

Dive Deeper, question further 

Key Area Dive Deeper 

Unit 7.1 The God idea What is meant by the “argument from design and the cosmological argument” 
Put forward arguments for or against the existence of god from different standpoints 

Unit 7.2 Wise words The Bhagavad Gita says that gaining knowledge is important to living a happy life – would you agree? 
What do philosophers mean by wisdom? 

Unit 7.3 Sacred Earth Does viewing the world as belonging to God, or a higher power, encourage people to take better care of it? 
Consider the suggestion that if everyone on the planet consumed as much as the average US citizen, four Earths would be needed to sustain them. 

Unit 8.1 The Global Dimension Is it acceptable for example to display a statue of the Buddha in your home or garden if you are not a Buddhist? 
Do people’s ideas about religion affect how they act, both from within a religion and from outside a religion. 

Unit 8.2 Fairness for all? Consider a contemporary issue such as Black Lives Matter, refugees, sanctuary from different perspectives. 

Unit 8.3 What if … going? Is it right to preserve human life at all costs? 
Debate questions and dilemmas about the nature of human life and the moral responsibilities of being human. 

Unit 9.1 Building Bridges What would make Britain more tolerant and respectful? 
Is it possible to live in a world without religion? 

Unit 9.2 Religion and STEM Consider the quote “No Muslim is just a Muslim”, What is Dr Farid Panjwani saying about religious identity in this quote? 

Unit 9.3 Living in a secular 
world 

What did Karl Marx mean when he said “Religion is …the opium of the people” in relation to the social and economic problems of his time. 
Is it possible to be Christian yet not believe in the Trinity?  

 

Grade descriptors for GCSE RS  
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GCSE Edexcel Grade Boundaries  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students can :

To achieve grade 8, 
candidates will be able 
to: • demonstrate 
relevant and 
comprehensive 
knowledge and 
understanding of a 
wide range of beliefs 
and practices with 
well-integrated 
reference to sources of 
wisdom and authority 
• demonstrate 
detailed understanding 
of common and 
divergent views and 
practices within and 
between religions or 
beliefs • construct a 
sustained and 
convincing argument 
on matters of religion 
or belief based on 
critical analysis and 
evaluation of different 
perspectives and using 
accurate specialist 
terminology

Grade 8 

Students can : 

To achieve grade 6, 
candidates will be able 
to:

• demonstrate accurate 
and relevant knowledge 
and understanding of a 
wide range of beliefs and 
practices with relevant 
references to sources of 
wisdom and authority

• demonstrate an 
understanding of 
common and divergent 
views and practices 
within and between 
religions or beliefs

• construct a justified 
argument on matters of 
religion or belief based 
on an analysis and 
evaluation of different 
perspectives, and using 
relevant specialist 
terminology

Grade 6

Students can :

To achieve grade 5, 
candidates will be able 
to: • demonstrate 
mostly accurate and 
appropriate knowledge 
and understanding of a 
range of beliefs and 
practices with 
reference to sources of 
wisdom and authority

• demonstrate some 
understanding of 
common and divergent 
views and practices 
within and between 
religions or beliefs

• construct a reasoned 
point of view on 
matters of religion or 
belief based on some 
analysis and evaluation 
of different 
perspectives, and using 
mostly accurate 
specialist terminology

Grade 5
students can: 

To achieve grade 4, 
candidates will be able 
to:

• demonstrate mostly 
accurate and relevant 
knowledge and 
understanding of a 
range of beliefs and 
practices with some 
reference to sources of 
wisdom and authority

• demonstrate an 
understanding of some 
different views and 
practices between 
religions or beliefs

• construct an 
argument about 
matters of religion or 
belief recognising that 
there are different 
perspectives, using 
some accurate 
specialist terminology

Grade 4

Characteristics that 
differentiate a grade 3 
from a grade 4:
• making limited 
references to sources 
of wisdom and 
authority, rather than 
demonstrating a
wider use of sources of 
wisdom and authority
• constructing an 
argument about 
religion and belief, 
rather than 
demonstrating an
evidenced argument
• using limited 
specialist terminology, 
rather than using a 
wider range of 
specialist
terminology

Grade 3/4Grade 2 

To achieve grade 2, 
candidates will be able 
to:  
. demonstrate some 
relevant knowledge and 
understanding of some 
beliefs and practices 
with limited reference 
to sources of wisdom 
and authority  
. demonstrate some 
understanding of 
different views and 
practices between 
religions or beliefs. 
express an opinion on 
matters of religion or 
belief using everyday 
language, recognising 
others might have 
different views  
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What are the skills gaps? 

  

Baseline expectations 

 

 

  

Students 
can:

Critically 
evaluate

Justify 
views

Year 11

Students 
can:

Account for 
and analyse

Evaluatue 
and use a 
range of 
evidence

Year 10

Students 
can:

Give 
informed 
accounts and 
interpret

Express 
insight and 
use reasoned 
examples

Year 9

Students 
can:

Compare and 
explain 
impact

Express views 
and Explain

Year 8

Students 
can:

Show 
understanding
/ Describe 
impact/

Ask 
questionsand 
suggest 
answers

Year 7
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7 The God Idea 
 
1.Introduction to RS at Woldgate. 
 
1b. Baseline assessment 
 
2.What do people believe about god/s? 
 
 
3.Why do people believe in a god? 
 
4. How did these ideas develop? 
 
5. What are some of the different philosophical arguments for 
believing in God? 
 
6. Why do different groups have different ideas about what God 
is like? 
 
7. What is religion? 
What is belief and fact? 
 
8. Can you be spiritual and not religious? How do people express 
their spirituality? 
 
9. How do people demonstrate their beliefs in god? 
 
10. How do religious rituals impact on personal identity? 
 
 

Wise words 
 
1.What meant by wisdom? What does it mean to be 
wise? 
 
2.Where do we look for wise words? 
 
3. Were Jesus and other religious teachers’ wise 
people? 
 
 
4. How do people deal with controversial issues? Where 
can they look for solutions? 
 
5. What do religious and non-religious worldviews have 
to say about an issue in the news? 
 
6.Is the media a place to find wise words? 

Sacred Earth 
 
1.Is the Earth sacred? To whom? Why? 
 
2. How are human beings connected to the natural world around them? 
 
3.What do belief systems and religions say about the environment and 
the natural world? 
 
4. Do our religious and food choices, such as whether to be vegetarian or 
vegan, affect the environment? 
 
5. How should we treat the environment; should we base our views on 
science alone? 
 
 
6.Should faith and/or science influence our actions? 
 
7. Are religious organisations doing enough to save the planet? How can 
they help make the Earth sustainable? 

8 The Global Dimension 
 

 
1.What do religions have to offer the world? 
 
2. How have people of different religions contributed to our 
knowledge and understanding of the world? 
 
3. How has our art, architecture, food evolved from a mix of 
religions and cultures? 
 

Fairness for all? 
 
1.researching an exemplary historical case study, 
presenting arguments around an example of genocide 
or terrorism 
 
2. the standpoint and action religions are taking on 
sexism, the “just war”, animal rights 
 
3. the significance of Yad Vashem for Jewish people 
today 
 

What if… 
 
1.Who in the world are we? 
 
2. What do different religions say about the purpose of life? 
 
3. How do faith members live out the purpose of a faith? 
 
4.How does the commitment to a faith benefit the purpose of life? 
 
5.How might a non-religious person explain the purpose of life? 
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4. What aspects of life have been adopted from religious 
traditions? 
 
5. What are the global influences of religion on the English 
language? 
 
6. How is religion portrayed in the media? 
 
7. What is the impact of the use of technology on participation in 
religious practice during a pandemic? 
 
8. How might religions use apps? 
 
9. Does society misuse religious iconography, for example in 
naming takeaway restaurants after religious figures? 

4. the work of Beth Shalom and listen to stories of 
Holocaust survivors 
 
5. recent conflicts and tensions involving religious 
issues 
 
6. the reasons why some African countries are moving 
away from the old religious laws and becoming 
democracies 
 
7.contemprary examples where human rights are being 
ignored 

6.Do creation stories explain how life began? 
 
7.What different perspective does Stephen Hawkin, a humanist, bring to 
the debate? 
 
8.Does religion change people’s perceptions about the meaning of life? 
 
9.How does belief about the purpose of life affect the way people are 
treated after death? 

9 Building Bridges 
 
1.Is religious belief and practice diminishing or growing? 
 
2.How is the pattern of religious adherence changing across the 
world? 
 
3.Is religious observance changing? 
 
4.What do different sacred texts teach about how to live? 
 
5. What examples of tolerance and respect can be found within 
and between communities? 

Religion and STEM 
 
1.What is the contribution of people of faith to our 
understanding of the world? 
 
2. Traditionally people learn about western 
contributions to science and philosophy; do you think 
it’s important that people learn about contributions to 
science from different times and cultures? 
 
3.Who was and what was the contribution of people 
such as Ibn Sina (Avicenna 980-1037 CE), Brahamagupta 
(598-668 CE), Einstein 
 
4.How was the thinking of renowned scientists such as 
Charles Darwin or Ruchard Dawkins influenced by their 
beliefs? 
 
5. How do religions respond to developments such as 
replacement body parts in medical science? 

Living a secular life 
 
1.What is the difference between atheist and agnostic? 
 
 
2. How do people without a religious belief decide how to live? 
 
3. What do humanists believe?  
 
4. Should society’s laws override religious laws? How can society be more 
pluralistic? 
 
5. Should religious people do more to solve the world’s environmental 
problems? How does their engagement express their beliefs? 
 
6.Should humans be able to use animals as they choose? 
 
7. How does contemporary fiction depict people of faith and challenge 
stereotypes? 

10 Topic 1: Introduction and Muslim Beliefs 
 
1.The Six Beliefs of Islam (Sunni) 
 
2.The Five Roots-Usul ad-Din 
 
3.The nature of Allah 
 
4.Risalah (prophets) 
 
5.Muslim Holy Books (Kitub) 
 
6. Malaikah (angels) 
 
7.Al-Qadr(fate) 
 
8.Akirah (life after death) 
 

Continued Living the Muslim Life 
 
6.Hajj 
 
7.Jihad 
 
8. Celebrations and Festivals 
 
Topic 3: Crime and Punishment 
 
1.Justice 
 
 
2.Crime 
 
3.Good, evil and suffering 
 
4.attitudes to punishment 

Continued Topic 4 Peace and Conflict 
 
4.Pacifism 
 
5.Just War theory 
 
6.Holy War 
 
7.WMD 
 
8.Issues surrounding conflict 
 
Religion and ethics through Christianity 
 
Topic 5 
Christian Beliefs 
 
1.The Trinity 
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Topic 2  
Living the Muslim Life 
 
1.The 10 Obligatory Acts 
 
2.Shahadah 
 
3.Salah 
 
4. Sawm 
 
5.Zakah and Khums 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5. Aims of punishment 
 
6. Forgiveness 
 
7.Treatment of criminals 
 
8.Death Penalty 
 
Topic 4 
Peace and Conflict 
1.Muslim attitudes towards peace 
 
2.The role of Muslims in peace-making 
 
3. Attitudes to conflict 
 
 
 

 
2.The creation of the universe and of humanity 
 
3.The incarnation 
 
4.The last days of Jesus’ life 
 
5.The nature of salvation 
 
6.Christian eschatology 
 
7.The problem of evil and suffering 
 
8.Solutions to the problem of evil and suffering 
 
 

11 Topic 6 
 
Living the Christian Life 
 
1.Worship 
 
2.The role of the sacraments in Christian life 
 
3.The nature and purpose of Christian life 
 
4.The nature and purpose of prayer 
 
5.Pilgrimage 
 
6. Christian religious celebrations 
 
7. The future of the Church 
 
8.The importance of the local church 
 
9.The worldwide Church 
 
Topic 7 
Marriage and the family 
 
1.Marriage 
 
2.Sexual relationships 

Topic 7 Continued 
 
5.Family planning 
 
6.Divorce and remarriage 
 
7.Equality of men and women in the family 
 
8.Gender prejudice and discrimination 
 
Topic 8 
 
Matters of Life and death 
 
1.Origins and value of the universe 
 
2. The Sanctity of life 
 
3.The origins and value of human life 
 
4.The issue of abortion 
 
5.Death and the afterlife 
 
6.Non-religious arguments against life after death 
 
7.Euthanaisa 
 

Exam Revision  
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3.Families 
 
4.Support for the family in the local parish 

8.The natural world 

 


